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"PREFACE. 


＋ H E followin g Diode 5 
offered to the peruſal of the public in 
general, from a full conviction that the 
ſuhjects it contains are of importance to 
all deſcriptions of men; and the Author 
has not only permitted its publication, from 
the above-named conviction, together with 
a ſincere deſire that it may be truly uſeful, 
but it alſo comes forth under the icular 
requeſt, and the warmeſt recommendation, 
of the judicious audience to whom it was 
delivered; and, it is believed, without a 
diſſentient voice, although the audience was 
compoſed of perſons of various denomi- 
nations, and different religious ſentiments. 
And, it is preſumed the Diſcourſe will 
not be found to contain a ſentence, or a 

4 2 ſentiment, 


* 
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ſentiment, which ſerious judicious chriſ- 


tians of any party will object to or diſ- 
approve. . RAS ea, 4 .. 


It is a fact, which cannot now want 
confirmation, that the nations of Europe, 
in general, are in ſtates of commotion, diſ- 
order, and trouble; and that Great Britain 
at preſent labors under very ſerious and af- 
flictive circumſtances; and that judgments 
ſtill more awful appear to impeid over it. 
For theſe calamities there muſt exiſt a 
cavsr, and that cauſe, whatever it is, mut, 
either in 1 part or altegether, be in the 1 PEOPLE 
who! compoſe the natlon. What that Cauſe 
is, the following Diſcourſe hath attempted 
to explain ; ; and if it be fach as is therein 
allerted, then it will be found "peculiarly 
and efentially necellary for the great, the 
noble, and the opulent part of the commu- 
'nity—the magiſtrates, clergy, and all religi- 
ous miniſters—to adopt the means herein 
pointed out, that the cauſe may no longer 
exiſt; and that the "threatentd Fudge nt 
the inpendin mg calamities, may be averted 
and removed from this long highly-favored 
land. Their authority will have weight 
with the lower orders of men, And their 
example 
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example induce them to ĩmitate their con- 
duct. If boſe means, are. adopted, and bat 
2007 K effected, then. there, 1 1s not t the leaſt 
doubt but Great Britain will. eſcape t 
Wy ments of heayen, be A proſperoys unit- 
nd happy nation. But if W. It | is 
reo mended be not regarded and — 


19 


2 0 1 ed, wil Ae viſi i 
chis land. Þ wi Braff 
Whether the thoughts LEA 2 or tl the 
advice. humbly given, will be attended | 70, 
be pretends not to fay; but he requeſts 
that thoſe, per ſons, who o-ſhall think, good. to 
peruſe the followin Pages, wall neither 
ſuffer partiality for, ; nor prejudi ce agatnſt, 
the aul bor, to have the left influence upon 
their minds. TxUTH is Turn, , whoeyer 
ſpeaks it or pens it, and with a candid judi- 
cious mind, it will be of no conſequence 
whether the writer be an ; archb:/ſhop or a 
country curate, , whether he be of this church 
or the other, or whatever rank he holds 


among mankind. If the ſubjects are ſca- 
B 3 fonable, 


vi PREFACE. 
ſonable, the ſentiments juft; and the advice 
good, the' candid mind will read them, and 
obſerve them, with no leſs pleaſure and pro- 
fit, if penned by an obſcure individual, than 
though they were the produktion of the moſt 
dignified character. FT 
1 101-56 

The Author, if he knows his own 
12 is à true patri ot, he loves his country, 
all mankind, and will ever be happy to con- 
tribute towards their preſent and future 
well-being. Names, parties, and diſtinctions, 
either of a political or religious nature, are 
no more to him than the different colour or 
quality of the garments men put on. Al. 
mankind are bis brethren, art immortal 
ſouls, are capable of pleaſure and pain, mi- 
ſery and happineſs; and they wh all de- 
ſigned by their Creator, as much as him- 
felf, to enjoy the bleſſings of providerice in 
this world, the felicities of his divine favor 
and kingdom in the world to come, 


The grand object, therefore, we all 
ought to have in view (whatever our par- 
ticular ſentiments or opinions may be) is to 
Bleſs and be Bleſſed, to make each other happy, 

as 
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as the chaldren af one divine PATENT... Aud 
until this hie is packuedy apd.ſuch 2; g- 
like diſpoſition prevails, we have. ng rea- 
ſon to expect peace and proſperity; hut ra- 
ther, diſorder and infelicity, diviſion and 
oppoſition, civil commetions and diſturb- 
ances at home, war and bloodſhed abroad, 
enemies all around us, and the chaſtiſe- 
ments of heaven heavy upon us, as a diſobe- 
dient and ungrateful people. 


vii 


The judgments of God are now abroad 
on the earth. „NaN the. 1 inhabitants of the 
world learn righteouſne s And may the 
ſubjects of Great Britain repent, reform, unite 
their hearts and hands to ſuppreſs all iniquity, 
and encourage virtue! Then will the God 
of -our fathers be our God; he will avert 
our judgments, take us under his protec- 
tion, bleſs us as a nation with a continu- 
ance of every good, cauſe us to triumph 
over all our enemies, and we ſhall ſtand the 
admiration and envy of the world ! 


Hat until this important, this happy change 

; ſhall take place in our land, the miniſtering 
angel of Jehovah's indignation hovers over 
us, 
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us, with the roll of a book ſpread forth in | | 
his hand, and written within and without, }F * 
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Let man and beaſt be covered with fückcloth, and cry! mightily unto 


God i yea, let them turn every one from his evil way, and fm 
the violence that is in their hands. Who can tell if God will turn, 


and repent, and turn away from his fierce anger, that we periſh 
not — And God faw their works, that they turned (Riu! their evil 


way, and God repeated of. the evil that he had ſaid that he would | 


do unto them, and he did it not. 
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gy loch a inden as le cher when 
we are called upon by our rulers to obſerve a ſo- 
lemn Faft, and to humble ourſelves before Al- 
mighty God, it ſeems neceffary that we take into 
ſerious conſideration the regſons why ſuch a faſt 
ought to be obſerved, and what are the calamities 
we, as a nation, labor under; or have cauſe to fear 
will fall upon = | 
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" 0 54 
II. — * TY, L F | 


It is faid that we are to Faß, humble ateſidies 


before God, and pray to him that our armies may | 


Mm be ſuccesful, that we may ſubdue tlie powers 
againſt whom we are engaged, and that victory 
| may attend our arms by land and ſea, n 


In 


— 
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In every juſt cauſe, when our liberties are in 
danger, our couxny invaded, and our lives threaten- 
ed, it certainly is our duty to look up to the God of 
heaven for that defence, protection, and ſucceſs, 
which the nature of dur cafe may require. How 
far this may be the ſituation in which we now 
ftand, as a nation, I ſhall not attempt to decide; 


but rather leave that propa —„— 


ment of for himſelf. 


The fibjecs to which, I. requeſt _ attention 


this n. 


J. We will conſider 55 are * REAL CAUSES .. 
of all wart aud * calamities. 


Ii. By what means they are to be . and 


n they will eee. 


. # 9 * 


7 n UI. In what manner we 8 conduct 
.- ourſelves, under the "ue * and ſitua- 
tion of this kinggom. 


cog you will attend to the words of our text, 


ao: very conſiderable part of the ſacred 


pages, you will clearly obſerve that the REAL, but 


Sal cauſe; of all wars and general. ealamities, has 
been, and fill is, no other than the jntolergi/e wicked- 


ug of mankind, | Men were never created by the 


bleſſed Cod, to deſtroy one another: they were 


created to live in peace, harmony, and love, as the 
children of one divine parent; as being all of one 
origin, 
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origin, and one family. But ever ſince IntqyiTy 
(chat accurſed bane of all human felicity and hap- 
pineſs) has exiſted in the world, men have culti- 
vated and encouraged hatred, emmity, pride, /elf- 
Jove, and every abominable diſpoſition, temper, and 
luſt, The love of the world, a thirſt for power, 
and an inſatiate deſire for dominion, have prevailed 
in all ages, and increaſed with time: and theſe in · 
fernal diſpoſitions and luſts have manifeſted them+ 
ſelves in open hoſtilities between man and man, 
nation and nation; and the human mind has been 
employed to invent the moſt ſpeedy and eſfectual 
way for murdering each other. 


In every age of the world, ſince Cain (that firſt 
horrid fratricide) flew his brother Abel, men have 
advanced in wickedneſs, increaſed in cruelty, and 
abounded in bloodſhed. The hiſtory of mankind, 
as given vs in the Bible, is ſufficient to convince us 
how great the abominations of men have been, 
how much they have been practiſed in laughter, 
how dreadful the puniſhments they have experienc- 
ed for their crimes, and how very little efe their 
ſufferings, ſorrows, and judgments, have had upon 
them. So far, therefore, is the world from being 
reclaimed or amended by repeated calamities, and 
the awful demonſtrations of Jehovah's diſpleaſure, 
that it may be truly ſaid, the inhabitants of Europe, 
the nations called chriſtian, as well as the other 
quarters of the globe, are arrived to the very me 
Plus ultra of wickedneſs at this day. You need only 

bring 
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bring to reeollection what you have ſeen, heard, and 


known of mankind, and you muſt immediately ac- 
knowledge how great, how alarming, and Mou uni- 
verſal, are the v vices of this age. | 


Is it not a a. which ads no further proof, 
that from the dignified prince to the poor uncul- 
tivated peaſant in his cottage, ſcarcely any thing is 
feen or heard but pride, luxury, injuſtice, cruelty, 
fraud, envy, hatred, and malice; adultery, ſornica- 
tion, lying, ſwearing, drunkenneſs, diſſipation, ſen- 
ſual pleaſures, folly, and intemperance? Again, 
bribery, corruption, deceit, duplicity, artifice, ſub- 
tilty, and cutning ?—Are not the greater part of 
thoſe who, move in the more exalted ſpheres of 


| life,” devoted to one conſtant round of unſubſtans 


tial and un/atisfying amuſements, only ſuited to the 
low appetites and affections of corporeal nature ? 
Are the manly virtues, the generous affections, the 
tender feelings of humanity, and the lid, rational 
Pleaſures of an IMMORTAL MIND, equally cberiſbed 
and improved? Are they not zeglected, forgotten, 
and / a/moſt unknown ? Are not the loweſt claſſes of 
men, which are the more numerous, nurſed in the 
Jap of ignorance, trained up in the ſchool of vice 
and profaneneſs, totally unacquainted with religious 
principles and moral virtues ; taught to encourage, 
and habituated to the indulgence of the moſt ,de- 
praved diſpoſitions, the moſt profane language, and 
the maſt . iniquitous lives? | 5 
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And as to what is called the xEL1G10us woRLDy 
what do we find there? Why, too generally, the 
external appearance of religion the mere ſhadow, 
without the real ſulſtance of genuine piety and vir- 
tue. There are names, ſects, and parties in great 
abuadance. — They can divide, and ſubdivide ad 
infinitum : Their doctrines, ſentiments, and opi- 
nions, are without number: They can talk much 
wrangle and fall out one with another - boaſt of 
their different ſyſtems—the orthodoxy of their faith, 
and the ſuperiority of their wiſdom. But alas! 
Where is that PURE Love to the true God—prs- 
INTERESTED CHARITY TO Man — and FAITHFUL 
OBEDIENCE TO DIVINE Laws, which are ſo very eſ- 
Tential to REAL CHRISTIANITY, UNDEFILED' RET.1- 
cron !-—- Where, all that mercy, pity, kindneſs, cun- 
dor, condeſcention, and benevolence, which the "author 
of our exiſtence requires us to cultivate and 
which are the ornaments of the mind—the happineſs 
of ſociety—the glory and felicity' of an immortal 
being ! . Theſe virtues—theſe divine graces, are fled 
from the abodes of men, except here and there 
they find a lonely habitation, within the breaſt of 
ſome humble unobſerved A in "We YEW 
pe: of Ry. 


It is, Abe a certain fact, that 45 ride 
world i is, at this day, ſo fallen, and degenerated from 
pure religion, genuine virtue, and ſound , morality, 
that fins and abominations of every kind, and in every 

degree, univerſally abound, and threaten the deſo- 
a . | lation 
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lation of the earth. And be aſſured, that theſe ex- 
ecrable and enormous iniquities, theſe accumulated 
ſins and tranſgreſſions, are the RAL and ox cauſe 
of all the public, national, and general calamities 
which now exiſt are ſpreading through the nations 
—and the inhabitants of Great Britain Begin to feel. 
Nor can they help looking forward with ſerious ap- 
9 of greater ills. 


It is from the love of dominion—the love of 


 felf—and the love of the world, that all wars, 


bloodſhed, and depredations proceed. And as ini- 
quity will ever be followed by its own proper pu- 
niſhment, ſo when it becomes univerſal— ſets up its 
infernal empire over nations and rules with unri- 
valled power: then the conſequence is this, namely, 
as the multitude are under its influence, and every 
claſs and deſcriptian of men ſubje& to its ſway, ſo 
every man is endeavoring to obtain his own ends 
gratify his ſelf-· love promote his ambition by all 
poſſible means, without any regard to the ſafety 
and happineſs of others :—and thus, the unjuſtifi- 
able methods he makes uſe of to accompliſh his evil 
intentions, plunge him in trouble, and bring down 
the highly deſerved puniſhment upon his own head. 

And as it is with an individual, ſo is it with a body 
of men, a community, or a nation, when under the 
influence of evil principles and luſts they are living 


evil lives, and adopting every poſſible method to 


gratify their ſelf-love. 


feed their ambition—increaſe R 
Ic 
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gauſe of all calamities, troubles, and diſtreſſes,, ia 


no other than evil, which darkens the underſtand- 


ing - perverts the judgment corrupt the affecti- 


ons—and throws all the diſpoſitions, tempers, and 
paſſions of the depraved find into . con- 
fuſion, and anarchy. 


Let it not be Waginsd Ua the Eternal: 1 Jcho- 
vah, who is the fruder, the benevolent father of the 
hurnan race—4#i#4d and good to all, and defiring the 
happineſs of all let it not be imagined that AE m- 
flits judyments and toben upoti men that u cauſ.· 
eth wars, bloodſhed, and ſlaughter to rage on the 
earth that ms ſpreads de/olation and diſtreſs over 
nations and kingdom. Ne. He rauf them 
to take phet, as puniſhments ever atendunt upon 
iniquity and diſobedience ; nor can it he otherwiſe, 
according” to the divine order eſtatlimed by” his 
infinite wiſdom and goodneſs, from the foundation 
of all. worlds, and over all intelligent exiſtendes. 


But his will 1 tar the xvrLs, the canes, which 


cauſe thee” puritſhmems, boni not be rommitted ; 
and then the puniſhments would never take place. 
All order, proſperity, and happine/t, can only flow 
from goodneſs, virtue, and obedience to the divine will 
All 1 attterfity, and miſery, can only flow from 

evil, immorality, and difobedlience to the God of hea- 
ven. Theſe are truths, eternal as beavth Hf 
they have been infallibly demonſtrated in all ages of 
the 
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It um not: be my preſent buſineſs, to enter 
into particulars reſ] ſpeRtir ing the ate of nations—the' 


contending powers or the ſituation of bur own coul 


try. Political diſcuſſions, ſeldom, if e ever, become 
the pulpit. Nor do I think myſelf: competent to 
give any decided opinion upon the affairs of the. 
preſent day che police,; of this kingdom. All this 
I ſhall leave for every one to judge of, according 
to the information and. e N may hart 
* 1 n . DS. ; x 
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We are * — Pa our 1 5 the 
goreryment, to Faſt and Pray—to ſeek the Lord 
for: his mercy and protection, and to implore that 
he will turn away from us the heavy judgments 
gur fins, ſo loudly call for, and which appear to 
impend over our heads, as à ſinful nation, laden 
with iniquity.— And I am inclined to believe, that 
ſuch deprecation, buility, and faſting, were never 
more. needful. than they are now. But, jet me tell 
you, that faſting. and prayer, for. one. day, by the 
command or requiſition of government, however 
ſtrictly obſerved, will avail little or nothing towards 
averting and removing thoſe calamities, we have 
reaſon n as VERY NEA R, and VERY HEAYY. 
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If we, as a nation, would eſcape pabſer jadgments, 
awful calamities, we Truſt, as a nation, do what the 
inhabitants of Nineveb did, when Jonah was fent to. 
chem by the Lord, to denounce their total over- 
throw in the ſpace of forty days.—For this people, 
even from the King himſelf, down to the loweſt and 
meaneſt ſubje& of his land, humbled themſelves 
in the duſt before God. put on fackdoth, and far 
in aſhes they cried mighrity unto God—they 
prayed—they implored his mercy—they begged 
pardon for their crimes ; but this was not ALL they 
did. For they for/ook their evil tos. Lune from 
the violence which was in their bands —repented moſt 
fincerely of all their abominations—relinquifhed their 
wickednefſes —believed in the word of the Lord their 

God, and obeyed it. in heart and life. And in conſe- 
quence of this THoROVGA and SINCERE REFORMA- 
rox, their puniſhments were ſuſpended — their 
calamities fell not upon them: the Lord remem- 
bered them m mercy—extended his compaſſion 
towards them—and proſperity, peace, and happi- 
nefs, fucceeded to their dangers and their fears. 
And be aſſured, my chriſtian friends, that what was 
done by thoſe people, muſt be done by us, as a people, 
if we would avoid the impending ſtorms which now 
threaten us. Every rank and every daſs of men 
muſt unite in this reformation, © Princes Lordi 
Nebles — Magiſtrates, and great men—the rich—the 
learned—the clergy from the dignified Archbiſbop, 
to the country curate—with all diſſenting miniſters, 
muſt ſet the example of true genuine reformation, 
B turning 
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turning away from all known evil in heart and life, 


They muſt become men of true piety, pure religion, 
hound morality ; being temperate, ſober, juſt, benevo- 
lent, bumane, and righteous : ſeeking the glory of 
that God by whom they liye, the real happineſs of 
all their inferiors, as to ſtation and life, and the wel- 
fare of the nation to which they belong—the lower 
claſſes.of men muſt break off their ſins by righteouſ- 


neſs, forſake their abominations, their intemperance, 


luſt, adultery, drunkenneſs, ſwearing, lying, and 
profaneneſs. Thus turning again to the Lord their 
God in earneſt, both as to heart and life. 


T ls is what men muſt do—communities muſt 
do; THIS is what Great Britain muſt do; yea, 
THIS is what all ranks and orders in our kingdom 
muſt do; or, if they do not, I will take upon me 
to ſay, that although a Va be appointed and kept 
every week, (till no good will be done, no real be- 
nefit will be derived from the obſervance of it; 
judgments, diſtreſſes, and ſorrows will nevertheleſs 
fall upon us; war, bloodſhed, and diſorder, will take 
place—poverty, trouble, and anarchy will abound. 


It may be ſaid, © This general reformation cannot 
be expected, the accompliſhment of it is improbable, if 
not impoſſible. Evil and confirmed habits are not 
eaſily conquered ; the affections, diſpoſitions, and 
paſſions of the mind are not ſoon controuled : and 
ſo general a-change of mind and life cannot be ef- 
ſected in a few years, perhaps not in an age.“ 


To 


1 
( 19 ) 

To this objection, ſtrong as it appears to be; 
dur text gives a decided anſwer, Nineveh was an 
exceeding great city, in which were ſixty thouſand 
perſons who could not diſcern between their right 
hand and their left; conſequently, it contained a 
vaſt number of ſouls who were capable of reaſoſ 
and judgment—and theſe of different ranks and 
orders, as king, princes, nobles, magiſtrates, clergy; 
and lower claſſes. It is equally plain that the inha- 
bitants were very wicked too ; nevertheleſs, this vaſt 
multitude of perſons; high and low, and wicked 
they were, all turned from the evil of their w 8, 
their abominations and ſins, even from the king 
down to the poor pauper, in le than forty days !— 
What was poſlible ther, is poſſible now: let the 
fame ſteps be taken, and the ſame work will be 
done; and in a very little time ſuch a general re- 
formation would manifeſtly appear, as ſnould both 
preſage and enſure happineſs to our land. The clouds 
which are gathering round us, the ſtorms which 
appear ready to ſhake the nations, would vaniſh 
away like a miſt before the riſing ſun; the divine 
beams of mercy and love cheer our drooping ſpi- 
rits, exhilirate our ſouls, and the bulwark; the de- 
fence of our kingdom, would not be encircling waters, 
or numerous fleets; but the arms of omnipotence 
would ſurround 155 and be our invincible defence. 


Then let it not be ſaid this reformition cannot 
be effected. If our great men, our magiſtrates, 
and our clergy will ſeriouſly begin the work, warm- 
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ly recommend it, and vigoroufly enforce it among 
the ather orders of . mankind, it would certainiy be 
done, and the happy conſequences would as certain- 
ly follow. And is it not much better to begin 
while we have power and opportunity, than to 
neglect the important work until our chaſtiſemeats 
come, our troubles fall upon us, and we have 15 
time fur repentance, nur means to d aur de- 
ſerved calamities ? 


Until ſuch a reformation ſhall take place, and 
the inhabitants of bis, and other nations, ſhall return 
to the true God, and become more religious and 
moral in principle and life, commotions, wars, public 
calamities, and ſevere judgments, will aſſuredly pre- 


vail and abound. This is an indubitable truth; 
but when bis change is accompliſbed, this happy pe- 


ried arrives, they must and will ceaſe. 


Let us then, my | chriſtian friends, inſtead of 


condemning the palitical conduct of men in high 
life, reprobating every, meaſure adopted, and de- 


ciding upon every act of our ſuperiors, or gover- 
nors, as though we were the moſt competent to 
judge —let us, I ſay, begin to reform the nation, 

and leſſen its load of fins, by each one for ourſelves, 
ſeeking; in the moſt humble and ardent manner, the 
divine mercy and compaſſion of the Lord our 


God — confeſſing our tranſgreſſions before: him, la- 


menting the ſtate and the fins of our fellow men, 
and moſt ſincerely departing from all that we know 


to 
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to be evil in our own hearts and lives. Let us im- 
mediatety begin to ſet this good example, and by 
ſo doing, if we cannot prevail upon others to imi- 
tate us, we ſhall enfure the divine protection for 
ourſelves—we ſhalt be under his care and defence 
in the day of public calamity—or, if we fall a ſa- 
crifice to the fury and violence of our enemies, we 
{hall ariſe to the manſions of uninterrupted tranqui · 
lity-and endlefs happineſs in the world to come. 


Permit me now to ſuggeſt in what manner 
we ought to conduct ourſelves, under the preſent 
ſerious ſituation and ſtate of the kingdom. 


And firſt, You will do well to conſider, that 
all human affairs are under the particular ſuperin- 
tendence and direction of divine providence; that 
he knows the ſtates of men and of nations, that all 
things will be ordered for the beſt, in his infinite 
wiſdom and goodneſs ; and that although the wick- 
ed ſhall not go unpuniſhed, yet every circum- 
ſtance, however affliftive and adverſe, ſhall ulti- 
mately contribute to the welfare and happineſs of 
his faithful ſervants. | 


Therefore, be very cautious how you ſpeak of, 
or condemn, the political meaſures and proceed- 
ings of men: all things are working round to ac- 
compliſh the purpoſes of Jehovah. Great events 
are about to take place, and wonderful will be the 
Changes manifeſted in this world, - and that in a 

ſhort period of time, 


2. Let 
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2. Let me recommend to you all a ſpirit and 
temper of candor, mildneſs, and charity. ' Conſider 
the imperfections and evils of your own hearts, and 
learn rather to pity others, in the preſent degenerat- 
ed ſtate of human nature, than to cenſure and con- 
demn them. Do all you can, in this ſeafon of po- 
litical diſpute, diviſion, oppoſition, and heat, to 


abate the fire of party ſpirit and - diſafſeFion. Re- 


flect upon the ſtates, the tempers, and the diſpoſi- 


tions of mankind, and bear with them in patience. 


—Do nothing, if you can poſſibly avoid it, to 
increaſe -a ſpirit of enmity, 'oppoſition, and ha- 
tred; and inſtead of -taking up all your time, 
employing your thoughts and your rongues, upon 
the various diſaſters, troubles, and dangers of the 
times, devote your hours, your thoughts, and 
your converſation, to more important ſubjects and 
conſiderations. Improve your ſouls, and improve 
each other in virtue, religion, and ſpiritual attain- 
ments. Turn your minds to your internal ſtates, 
to the cultivation of chriſtian principles, and the 
well-being of your immortal ſpirits. By true re- 
pentance, forſaking all evil, and living in faithful 
obedience to the divine laws of Jeſus Chrift, enſure 
his approbation, a conſcience void of offence, and 
a certain confidence of enjoying the peaceful king- 
dom of reſt and honor, when this ſhort life, with 
all its troubles and calamities, are over with you 
for ever, | 


2. Permit me to adviſe, that in this day of 
evil 


of 
1 


. 


evil and of danger, you will act and live in ſuch a 
manner as to ſtand ready, and be we!l Prepared 
for whatever. events may take. place, yea, even for 
death itſelf. For it is moſt certain that in this day 
dangers of a very ſerious and imminent kind im- 
pend over us; we may, and we muſt expect many 


ſevere trials and troubles, a ſtate of diſorder, com- 


motion, and diſtreſs, And who amongſt us may 
be the moſt expoſed thereto, we cannot tell.— 
However, this we know, that ſuch are the diſturb- 
ances and commotions. which now abound in the 
nations, that little peace, tranquility, and reſt, can 
be expected: but you do, or may know, that amidſt 
all theſe difficulties and diſtreſſes, there is a God 
who governs the. univerſe, ſuperintends human 
affairs, protects thoſe who truſt in him, and who 
will ſupport, preſerve, bleſs all his faithful ſer- 
vants. Therefore, Eq placing any depend- 
ance on a partial, or general faft, once in a year; or 
upon any external geremonies and obſervances what- 
ever be it your care to ruſt in and depend upon 
the Lord. Adore his name; live a righteous life 
of faith, charity, and ob tence to the divine will, 
Be men of peace, benevolence, and compaſſion; and 
cultivate ſuch a ſpirit of good-will, tenderneſs, and 
affeftion towards ALL MANKIND as your brethren, 
that you may at all times be able to ſuffer almoſt 
any calamity and trouble, rather than injure a fel- 
low-creature, a brother, much leſs to lake his life, if 
poſſible to avoid it. At the ſame time be zealous 


for the welfare of =P country, the good ok every 


individual 
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individual thereof, from the higheſt to the loweft ; 
diligent to enſure its liberties, promote its proſperity, 
and defend it againſt the ſecret or open deſigns of its 
enemies, at home or abroad. Then may you look 
forward with unſhaken confidence, and well-found- 
ed expectation, for the enjoyment of that certain te- 
ward, that eternal honor, which all fuch noble, ge- 


nerous, and virtuous characters ſhall for ever inhe- 
rit, in the preſence and kingdom of their God. 


From the ſincere deſire I feel that my fellow 
men may take warning in time, and be property 
prepared for whatever may come upon them, I 
cannot conclude this diſcourſe, without giving you 
my decided opinion upon the GENERAL APPEARANCE 
or THINGS. As to particular circumſtances of dii- 
treſs—the exact time of their commencement or 
continuance, I pretend not to determine upon. 
But it is moſt evident to me, from the hiſtory of 
nations—the events recorded concerning the Jews 
—the expreſs prophecies of the holy word—the 

Y preſent ſtate of mankind—and the very nature and 
if neceſſity of things; that a day of awful, general, and 
uncommon calamity is at hand. And we may ex- 
| N pect nothing leſs than « Wars, and rumours of 
| wars—nation riſing againſt nation—kingdom againſt 
kingdom—famines, peſtilences, and earthquakes in 
divers places *.” As to confidence in human viſ- 


dom the power of arms—the ſtrength of fleet 


Matt. xxiv. 6, 7. 


or 
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br in numbers of men, is no more than leaning 
upon a broken reed, and placing confidence in a 
ſhadow. Neither let it be imagined, that if cer- 
rain perſons were. out of power, and others exalted 
to their places—that if this arrangement were made 
Huch men employed—and theſe meaſures adopted 
then all would be well proſperity and happineſs ſe- 
cured; — Alas, were all this done, over and over 
again, according to the different views of different 
men, the caſe would ſtill be the ſame. There muſt 
firſt be a HAN R in the minDs of men, and that 
in a general way too, before the grand and deſired 
object can be obtained. 


« For the day of the Lord is come, both with 
wrath and fierce anger, to lay the land deſolate ; 
and he ſhall deſtroy the ſinners thereof out of it. 
He will puniſh the world for their evil, and the 
wicked for their iniquity. He will cauſe the arro- 
gance of the proud to ceaſe, and will lay low the 
havghtineſs of the terrible. The earth is defiled 
under the inhabitants thereof, becauſe they have 
tranſgreſſed the laws” (both of God and man) 
| © changed the ordinances—broken the everlaſting 
covenant. Therefore hath the curſe (the curſe of 
iniquity) devoured the earth, it is utterly broken 
down—it is moved exceeding The tranſgreſſion 
thereof is heavy upon it, and it fall and not 
riſe again.. Theſe ſolemn declarations of divine 
truth, aſſuredly apply to the nations of the world at 


*Ifa, 
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this day. And certain J am, that theſe awful judg- j 
ments and puniſhments will fall upon \the nations. ' 
They are already begun: - the avenging ſword does 0 
not only vibrate over 1 lands, but it is now exe- £ 
Euting its dreadful wo And I do take upon me t 
to aſſert, in the moſt poſitive manner, that nothing 
will or can prevent the moſt ſerious and alarming 
troubles and ſorrows, the moſt ſevere judgments 1 
and calamities from falling upon the nations, eſpe- C 
cially the nations of Europe, chriſtian lands; but t 
that they will inevitably take place, and be more r 
ſevere than imagination can paint; and which, 1 f 
ſay, nothing can prevent, unleſs the inhabitants of fi 
thoſe nations do ſpeedily turn from their evil abo- e 
minations, and God-provoking ſins; by unfeigned a 
repentance, reformation of heart and life, and a fin- tl 
cere obedienge to the laws of the true and 27 Je- c 
bovab. | * I y 
b 135 . : W 
1 may think as they pleaſe, and they may Je 
judge as they pleaſe upon what I now fay ; but p 
iniquity will ever be followed by its own proper MM 
puniſhment, and when evil has ariſen .to the enor- E 
mous height it is at this day, men muſt expect that MM} ® 
their calamities and puniſhments wall be_as c 
and general as the enormity and extent of their crimes, 
Nor is it poſſible for them to eſcape the juſt re- o 
tribution, but by a ſincere repemtauce and a gene- te 
ral reformation. And, as at preſent, we ſee no wm 
ſigns of ſuch an humble return to God and to a 
Lvirtue, ſo we have nothing to expect but increaſ- d 


ing 


41 
ing calatnity, ſorrow, and trouble, to fall upon us, 
What I have now aſſerted, I ſpeak from a full 
conviction, and with a deep concern for the de- 
generate, evil ſtate of my fellow creatures, and for 
their approaching woes, 


Would to God that the inhabitants of 115 
LAND, inſtead of 4 ;fputing, wrangling, and oppoſing 
one another ; inſtead of party feuds, civil diſſen- 
tions, and partial external reforms, would unite to 
reform the heart and life, change the love of ſelf 
for the love of each other, the love of dominion 
for the love of real uſefulneſs, and the love of 
every evil for the love of truth and righteouſneſs ; 
and every one in his own ſphere, and according ta 
the extent of his power and influence ; promote 
civil order, moral virtue, pure religion, and uni- 
verſal philanthropy | Then would the ſword of 
war be ſheathed in its ſcabbard, famine and peſti- 
lence fly from our iſlands; peace, plenty, and 
proſperity bleſs our land ; the gifts of divine pro- 
vidence deſcend upon us in rich abundance, and the 
God of heaven be our defence, our ſalvation, and 
our portion for ever! 


And be it our care, individually, as members 
of ſociety, as the friends of mankind, and as truly in- 
tereſted in the welfare of theſe kingdoms, to a- 
mend our own lives, conform to all juſt and equit- 
able laws, civil and moral, as well as to laws 
divine; and ſet a noble example of true religion 

and 
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and genuine virtue before all men. Aud then, 
ſhould public calamities approach, and ſhovld we 
ſtand in the midſt of them, to hear our lot in the 
common affliction, we ſhall be · ſupported by the 
arm of omnipotence; and if we fall a ſacrifice in 
the general judgments, we ſhall be prepated for 
the event, and joyfully riſe from a ſcene of ſorrow, 
calamity, and woe upon earth, to a ſtate of Peace, 
felicity, and honor, UNSPEAKABLE AND ETERNAL IN 
THE HEAVENS | [ 


